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Online Discourse Research:
Internet Communication in Contemporary China

With the innovation of Internet technology, science and technology as
a new production function will further promote the networking and digital
survival. Network survival will not only be the way of individual survival
and existence, but also become a phenomenon of social living and cultural
state.

The interconnected cyberspace promotes the common integration of
people at the levels of information and value, material and culture, as well
as breaks the restrictions of physical boundaries such as region, ethnicity,
race, and country. It has become an intelligently connected space which
can bridge the information gap, spread the multi culture and promote
exchanges and mutual learning among civilizations, serving as the key
element of the community of shared future for cyberspace.

As a form of social practice, “discourse” generally refers to the
social-cultural phenomenon that goes beyond the sentence level and
occurs in a specific context. It is a practice of verbal communication in
certain social, historical and cultural contexts, thus having the property of
constructiveness, culturality, contextuality and sociality. Internet discourse
refers to the practice of verbal communication in cyberspace, which is a
form of discourse communication mediated by a computer. Of course, the
computer here is a broad concept, it contains all mobile terminals with
core of operation and control. Discourse, on the one hand, acts as the
core element of people’s communication for recording all aspects of human
daily life, and thus constitutes a key platform for understanding people’s
social and psychological behavior and people’s communicative behavior.
On the other hand, the mutual construction between discourse and social
reality makes discourse a window for people to understand society and to
have an insight into social and historical changes.

According to the 45th the Statistical Report on Internet Development
in China released by Internet Network Information Center (CNNIC), the
scale of Internet users in China is 904 million. People’s life in cyberspace
is becoming more and more diverse and frequent. APPs such as WeChat,
QQ, short videos, SNSs, are increasingly active; the users of online services
such as education, government affairs, payment, Audio & Video, shopping,



instant messaging, search engines and others have proliferated in its scale,
thus providing boundless inspiration and creating unlimited data for online
discourse research. Internet discourse’s faithful record of people’s verbal
communication in cyberspace reveals their communicative behavior and
social psychology in network society. At the same time, Internet discourse
reproduces the real world’s discourse field and great changes by virtue of
its full attention on every aspect, and then evolve its own characteristics,
form, function and system.

Under the context of network and digitization, Nanjing University
of Posts and Telecommunications has established the Online Discourse
Research Center based on the academics of School of Foreign Studies,
gathering the scientific research strength of the whole school, and forms an
academic community to further promote the interdisciplinary interaction
of online discourse research.

In terms of research content, this issue covers the online discourse
phenomena in contemporary China’s social politics, trade, education,
people’s livelihood and other fields; online platforms include news websites,
Weibo, WeChat, online forums and online shopping platforms. On the one
hand, these studies could provide us a glimpse of the communication
pattern of China’s contemporary cyberspace to some extent. On the other
hand, they could also offer us a deeper insight into the universality and
significance of digital existence. It is worth mentioning that special thanks
are given to Professor Daniel Z. Kadar, distinguished scholar of pragmatics
at the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, for writing a postscript for this issue.

We sincerely hope that in the future, the study of Chinese Online
discourse in the school of Foreign studies could sing out the voice of China
as well as Sinologia Hispanica, China Studies Review is doing now in the
international stage. Last but not least, I, together with all the other
contributors to this issue, would like to express our sincere gratitude to
Dr. Oscar Fernandez Alvarez and Dr. Chen Chen, the Editor-in-Chief, Dr. Li
Qiuyang, the commissioning editor of Sinologia Hispanica, China Studies
Review, and Ms. Yolanda Martinez Peiiin for their generous help in preparing
and editing this issue.

Nanjing, China, May, 2020

Yuan Zhou-min

Co-editor of the Special Issue “Chinese Online Discourse”

Director, Online Discourse Research Center of Nanjing University of Posts and
Telecommunications

Dean, School of Foreign Studies, Nanjing University of Posts and
Telecommunications
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